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Yellowstone Park has some 3,000 geysers and 

hot springs. It's the greatest concentration of 

hot springs in the world. One of the most fa-

mous is called "Old Faithful." Everyday, some-

where between 37 and 93 minutes, "Old Faith-

ful" erupts for about four minutes. During that 

time, it launches 10 to 12 thousand gallons of 

hot water 170 feet into the air. Although it's 

quite a sight, the geyser isn't famous for spout-

ing off - it's famous because it's faithful! 

Faithfulness should be important to us 

because it is important to God.  

In 2 Chronicles 31:11-21, King Hezekiah and his 

people were faithful to do what God required 

of them. Their faithfulness resulted in their 

sanctification, which brought them into holiness 

before God. Because they honored the LORD 

with their whole heart, God prospered them. 

God is not a respecter of persons. If we are 

faithful to do what God is showing us in His 

word, we will set ourselves apart and He will 

make us HOLY! Then we, too, will prosper in 

all the things that we set our hands to and be 

blessed. 

In the very next verse, we see that the peopleõs 

faithful deeds were the preparation for Godõs 

protection when the enemy attacks. Many times 

we get weary in doing well. We think that doing 

our faithful deeds goes unrecognized and unap-

preciated. However, God is preparing us for 

what is coming so that we are able to stand 

against the enemy. As we trust in the LORD 

and do good, we will see and feed on His faith-

fulness! His FAITHFULNESS is always a great 

feast! 

Question - how faithful are you? Do you follow 

through on your word? Can your friends count 

on you to be there? Are you diligent in Bible 

Faithfulness by Pastor Tony 
Study and prayer? God pronounces His blessing 

upon our faithfulness. When we are faithful to 

one another, we find that others will be faithful 

to us. Faithfulness creates within us a state of 

peace because deep down inside we know it's 

the right thing to do. 

Hezekiah prospered as a result of faithfulness. 

This is written as an example to us. When we 

are faithful in the little things, greater opportu-

nities will follow. When you are faithful at 

work, your boss can trust you with more re-

sponsibility and a bigger paycheck. When you 

are faithful in your relationships, people trust 

you and you become more popular. When you 

are faithful with any responsibility, more au-

thority is given to you and greater rewards 

follow. 

Take a lesson from Old Faithful. Instead of 

spouting off all the time, become faithful in all 

that you do. A faithful man will abound with 

blessings! Proverbs 28:20 

 



P A G E  2  

T H E  G O O D  N E W S  

If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of 

the boaté 

I donõt know which part is scarier, stepping out of the 

boat or being on the water. To get out of the boat you 

need to muster up enough courage and enough faith 

to believe that the voice and the vision that you hear is 

the Lordõs. Itõs not easy to bring yourself up over the 

seemingly gargantuan edge that holds so many of us 

backéthe fear of failure, the fear of disgrace, the fear 

of the unknown. Fear in and of itself can be debilitat-

ing, but in the face of fear there is hope: òYou will have 

courage because you will have hope. You will be pro-

tected and will rest in safety.ó (Job 11:18) There is 

affirmation: òIf God is for us, who can be against 

us.ó (Romans 8:31) And there is encouragement: òI 

can do all things through Christ who gives me 

strength.ó (Philippians 4:13) The Lord is out on the 

water saying, òTake courage. It is I. Do not be 

afraid...Come.ó (Matthew 15:27;29) 

When you find the faith to take that plunge, to fear 

not, to listen, and to believe, success automatically 

follows. You are one step closer to that which you are 

seeking, and yet you are also one step farther away 

from where you are most comfortable creating some-

what of an inner tension. 

Perhaps the next few steps that follow on your nauti-

cal journey are easier than the first as you remain on 

your mountaintop high, still reeling from the excite-

ment of taking that first step over the often crippling 

boatõs edge; the relief of seeing that the crest of the 

water holds your weight, baggage and all, strengthens 

your wobbly wavering knees as you continue to pace 

yourself further. Itõs almost as if you are walking on 

solid ground. You hear the voice and you are following 

the vision. Your faith is building with each step you 

take, and then it happensé the point of realizationé

What am I doing? Iõm walking on water! 

A moment of truth follows.  Sooner than you might 

have expected, you are tested again and thrown into 

the whirlwind of Satanõs lies. 

You hear the wind and see the waves. They seem 

bigger and stronger than before and bigger and 

stronger than you. Suddenly you are so distracted by 

the storm surrounding you that you forget to listen 

and look to the Lord. You might even turn and look 

back to the comfort of the boat, and as your mind 

takes you away from the Solid Rock you were walking 

upon, your feet dip beneath the surface and give you a 

startling wake-up call with a cold splash of water. 

What changed? Was it the wind?  The waves? Werenõt 

they always there? Isnõt the Lord still before you and 

the boat behind? The truth of the matter is your cir-

cumstances didnõt change; the only thing that changed 

was your focal point. 

For some of us, getting out of the boat may not be the 

most difficult part of walking on water. Donõt get me 

wrong,, it is certainly an accomplishment, but perhaps 

for many of us, our greatest challenge is resisting the 

urge to double-time it back into the comfort of our 

boat. Itõs easy to lose sight of the calling when it seems 

that the waves and wind are calling so much louder. 

We need to resist the naivety that says our test was 

to see if weõd step out of the boat and expect that the 

further we walk away from the comfort of the world, 

the more Satan desires us to fail. He will try anything 

and everything to distract and drown us.  But do not 

be discouraged, for the Lord knows all of Satanõs 

schemes and He offers us His strength to stand upon. 

Even when you feel like you canõt walk another step, 

God says òMy grace is sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness.ó (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

So whether youõre currently conjuring up the courage 

to step out of the boat or fighting the good fight with 

each step across the waves, never cease to listen for 

the voice of God, big and booming or still and small, 

for òIn all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loves us.ó (Romans 8:37) 

 

 

Walking on Water by Kristen Cataneo 



Who is she and where did she come from?  Well, 

she was Saulõs concubine.  She seems to have very 

little resources.  Thereõs not much written about 

her except that the story shows her courage, and 

determination to stand for her family members.  

She stayed the course until the rains came.  The 

coming of the rain meant the curse was lifted and 

Saulõs sin was atoned for. 

Ladies, are we willing to stand against the birds 

and the beasts attacking our homes, marriages, 

families, churches, financesééand stand until? 

How often have we thought, òWell, Iõm only one 

person.ó  -or- òIõm not important, what can I do?ó-

or- òI donõt have talent, money, time.ó 

Letõs take a lesson from this beautiful, courageous 

woman and do òwhat we canó (itõs a lot more 

than we think it is!). 

By the way, when David heard what Rizpah had 

done, he ordered the removal of the bodies from 

the mountain and gave them a proper burial. 

Rizpah, a woman with no influence and  no 

power , the wife of a deposed ruler.  She did what 

she could with what she had. 

Dear Lord, help us to do what we can, to act in love, 

and to hold on with courage to the task ahead of us. 

 

 

Well, Iõve read the Bible through once, maybe 

twice  (admittedly ashamed) and I didnõt think I 

had ever come across that name before.  But, 

there it was ð 2 Samuel 21. 

There was a famine in the land and David sought 

Godõs face.  The Lord told David the reason for 

the famine: òIt is because of Saul and his blood 

t h i r s t y  h o u s e ,  b e c a u s e  h e  k i l l e d  t h e 

Gibeonites.ó (2 Samuel 21:1)  The Gibeonites 

were to be destroyed by Israel, but they disguised 

themselves and deceived Joshua who then entered 

into an agreement with them without seeking 

God.  In the name of the Lord, Joshua swore that 

Israel would always protect the Gibeonites. Away 

down the road a bit (400 years plus), King Saul 

broke the treaty and attempted to annihilate the 

Gibeonites.  Thus the famine.  A treaty that had 

been made in the name of the Lord had been 

broken. 

So, David called the Gibeonites to his throne 

room.  He asked how he could make amends for 

what Saul had done.  Their response?  òLet seven 

men of his (Saulõs) descendants be delivered to us, 

and we will hang them before the Lord in Gibeah 

of Saul, whom the Lord chose.ó (2 Samuel 21:6)  

David agreed. 

Two of the men that were to be hanged were 

Rizpahõs sons and five were Merabõs (another 

name is Michal, Saulõs daughter).  Two very differ-

ent ladies.  You never hear another thing about 

Merab. 

Rizpah took sackcloth and spread it on a rock ð 

from the beginning of harvest until the late rains 

came (about six months).  She did not allow the 

birds of the air or the beasts of the field to come 

near.  Birds of the air?? Beasts of the field??  From 

harvest until late rains??  Alone??  Beating off birds 

and beasts from her two dead sonõs bodies??  To 

have the bodies ravaged by birds or wild beasts 

was considered to be the worst possible insult 

and desecration of the dead.  So Rizpah took up a 

watch. 
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Who is Rizpah? by Sandy Phillips 

òCharm and grace 

are deceptive and 

beauty is in vain, 

but a woman who 

reverently and 

worshipfully fears 

the Lord shall be 

praised!.ó 

Proverbs 31:30 



What Remains by Cindy Sigler Dagnan 

Cardinal  
Anonymous 

If I spend my days building skyscrapers 

with blocks, assembling cool stuff out of 

LEGOs and creating relationships with 

other moms at Starbucks, but have not 

love, I am only the siren of the kidsõ ride

-on fire truck, annoyingly stuck on hold. 

If I have the gift of knowing which child 

attempted to flush the Hot Wheels 

down the toilet and which one pushed 

her sister, and if I have faith that some-

how weõll survive lifeõs emergencies, but 

have not love, I am nothing. 

If I save all my box tops for school and 

give outgrown clothing to the local shel-

ter, and if I surrender my body to 

stretch marks and under-eye circles 

(without the benefit of BOTOX, tanning 

salons or diet bars), but have not love, I 

gain nothing. 

Love is patient when someone isnõt 

ready to use the big girl potty. It is kind 

when my husband has a hard day. It 

doesnõt envy my neighbor who drives 

the new sport utility vehicle I canõt af-

ford. 

It is not rude, snapping at my spouse or 

children when things donõt go my way. It 

is not easily angered at perceived or real 

injustices. 

It always protects the smallest, sweetest 

family confidences; always trusts God to 

provide my childrenõs needs; always 

hopes in the freshness of tomorrow and 

the bright future of the family; always 

perseveres amid hardship and doubt. 

Where there are sleepless nights, they 

shall end. Where there are diapers, 

Little League and dioramas built from 

shoeboxes, they will cease. Where 

there is knowledge of baby care trends, 

discipline strategies and boy-girl prob-

lems, it will pass away.  

Now these three remain: faith, lived out 

in my daily circumstances and instilled in 

my children; hope of one day rejoicing 

with my family in heaven; and love, 

which covers over a multitude of less-

than-perfect moments. 

But the greatest of these is love. It is 

what remains...long after I am gone. 

Submitted by Judy Cataneo 

 

I looked out to a picture that was dead, 

 

The green of life had long passed from my sight. 

 

Then something caught my eye, a flash of red. 

 

The beauty of the creature in his flight. 

 

  

The grace of God did not leave us with death, 

 

The dark, black winter scene without a breath. 

 

He used the blood red bird to symbolize, 

 

The beauty of the blood of Jesus Christ. 



New features of www.JFBP.net  

These features can be accessed from 

links on the right side of the home page 

underneath the blinking NEW sign 

 

SERMONS 

The Pastor's sermons are posted 

online for your convenience.    

Sermons are usually posted by the 

following Wednesday.  

http://www.jfbp.net/Sermons.html 

 

NEWS AND HAPPENINGS 

Dates of interest and the monthly 

newsletter. See Shannon Nass to get 

involved or to submit articles. 

http://www.jfbp.net/News.html 

 

Mondays, 7:30 p.m. 

Womenõs Bible Study 

Breaking Free by Beth Moore 

 

 

 

FORUMS 

The JFBP Message Board.  

Post topics for conversation, share 

your knowledge of the Bible, make 

connections, prayer requests, and 

even post items for sale. You will 

need to register to use the message 

boards.  

Have fun picking a screen name! 

http://www.jfbp.net/forums/ 

 

We are currently working on a new 

updated web-site. Keep checking back 

for changes. 

 

We appreciate feedback - contact the 

technology team:  

webmaster@jfbp.net 

6151 Brush Run Road 

Bethel Park, PA 15102 

Phone: 412-854-3137 

Fax: 412-851-9156 

Email: jfchurch@comcast.net 

Service Times 

10:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday evening service 

We at Jesus Fellowship are a family of believers in 

our Lord Jesus Christ, missionaries diverse in        

interests, gifts and levels of spiritual growth. 

 

We seek to provide a loving, enthusiastic, Spirit-

filled atmosphere in which our members can flourish 

in their commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

We are called by God to minister to the needs of the 

whole person: spirit, soul, and body. 

Our mission is to make Him known. 

Jesus Fellowship 

Whatõs Happening 

Making His Praise Glorious! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.jfbp.net 


