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Yellowstone Park has some 3,000 geysers and
hot springs. It's the greatest concentration of
hot springs in the world. One of the most fa-
mous is called "Old Faithful." Everyday, some-
where between 37 and 93 minutes, "Old Faith-
ful" erupts for about four minutes. During that
time, it launches 10 to 12 thousand gallons of
hot water 170 feet into the air. Although it's
quite a sight, the geyser isn't famous for spout-
ing off- it's famous because iffaithful!

Faithfulness should be important to us
because it is important to God.

In 2 Chronicles 31:1-21, King Hezekiah and his
people were faithful to do what God required

of them. Their faithfulness resulted in their
sanctification, which brought them into holiness
before God. Because they honored the LORD
with their whole heart, God prospered them.

God is not a respecter of persons. If we are
faithful to do what God is showing us in His
word, we will set ourselves apart and He will
make us HOLY! Then we, too, will prosper in

all the things that we set our hands to and be
blessed.

In the very next
faithful deedswer e t he
protection when the enemy attacks. Many times
we get weary in doing well. We think that doing
our faithful deeds goes unrecognized and unap-
preciated. However, God is preparing us for
what is coming so that we are able to stand
against the enemy. As we trust in the LORD
and do good, we will see and feed on His faith-
fulness! His FAITHFULNESS is always a great
feast!

verse,

Question- how faithful are you? Do you follow
through on your word? Can your friends count
on you to be there? Are you diligent in Bible

Faithfulnessor tony

preparation for
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Study and prayer? God pronounces His blessing
upon our faithfulness. When we are faithful to
one another, we find that others will be faithful
to us. Faithfulness creates within us a state of
peace because deep down inside we know it's
the right thing to do.

Hezekiah prospered as a result of faithfulness.
This is written as an example to us. When we
are faithful in the little things, greater opportu-
nities will follow. When you are faithful at
work, your boss can trust you with more re-
sponsibility and a bigger paycheck. When you
are faithful in your relationships, people trust
you and you become more popular. When you
are faithful with any responsibility, more au-
thority is given to you and greater rewards
follow.

Take a lesson from Old Faithful. Instead of
spouting off all the time, become faithful in all
that you do. A faithful man will abound with

blessings! Proverbs 28:20
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Walking on WVat@rkataneo

If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of You hear the wind and see the waves. They seem

the boat é bigger and stronger than before and bigger and
stronger than you. Suddenly you are so distracted, by

I dondt know which part ithe sterm surrouading yos tha gop forget todisten o f

boat or being on the water. To get out of the boat you and look to the Lord. You might even turn and look

need to muster up enough courage and enough faith back to the comfort of the boat, and as your mind

to believe that the voice and the vision that you hear is takes you away from the Solid Rock you were walking

the Lordds. I'tds not e as ypon, gourlieetidip lpenegtiotherssrfade &nd give yoo & e r
seemingly gargantuan edge that holds so many of usstartling wakeup call with a cold splash of water.
backéthe fear of failure, the fear of disgrace, | the
of the unknown. Fear in and of itself can be debilitat- What changed? Was it the wi:
ing, but in the face of ftelragy tdleways st hepe? O6¥odt wi h
courage because you will have hope. You will be pro- the boat behind? The truth of the matter is your cir-
tected and will rest i n csuamsettayn.coe s( JdobdnB1: Lhl)anTGleer ¢
affirmation: olf God i s whsydurfdegpointwho can be ag@ains
us. 6 (Romans 8:31) And there is encouragement: ol
can do all things through Christ who gives me For some of us, getting out of the boat may not be the
strength. o6 (Philippians 4#4Mmp&8) dThei cwirtd pa&r touaf owa ltkl
water saying, 0 Take c ouwrang,git.is cdrtdinly ansaccdmplishident, but perhap® e
afraid... Come. 6 (Matthew farsnany of;ug ouy greatest challenge is resisting the

urge to doubletime it back into the comfort of our
When you find the faith to take that plunge, to fear boat . It6s easy to |l osel sig!

not, to listen, and to believe, success automatically that the waves and wind are calling so much louder!
follows. You are one step closer to that which you are
seeking, and yet you are also one step farther away We need to resist the naivety that says our test was
from where you are most comfortable creatingsome- t o see i f wedd step out! of
what of an inner tension. further we walk away from the comfort of the world,

the more Satan desires us to fail. He will try anything
Perhaps the next few steps that follow on your nauti- and everything to distract and drown us. But do not

cal journey are easier than the first as you remainonbe di scouraged, for the Lo
your mountaintop high, still reeling from the excite- schemes and He offers us His strength to stand upon.

ment of taking that first step over the often crippling Even when you feel l i ke you
boatds edge; the relief &GbdseseayagoMpagr dadhe icy esuf foif
water holds your weight, baggage and all, strengthensi s made perfect in weakhess.
your wobbly wavering knees as you continue to pace

yourself further. Itds alSmoshenbeld fyogwdr earceurwaelnktil nyg

solid ground. You hear the voice and you are following to step out of the boat or fighting the good fight with

the vision. Your faith is building with each step you each step across the waves, never cease to listen for

take, and then it happen ghe voicdhad Gqul,obig mrid bapifingroesdlll andzsendlli o n

What am | doing? |18&dm wal kfimmrg ®@Inn waltlert hese things we
through him who | oves us. 6 |

A moment of truth follows. Sooner than you might

have expected, you are tested again and thrown into

the whirlwind of Satands |ies.

THE GOOD NEWS
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Who Is RiZi&avh)?Phillips

Wel |, |l 6ve read t he BiWhdieshetahdrwhevedglil shecomedrom? mtell; b e

t wice (admittedly ashsamedyasansdaull 6di ¢améditcubhhna t h

had ever come across that name before. But]l i ttl e resources. Ther e ritt

there it waso 2 Samuel 21. her except that the story shows her courage, and ' 'Q(
determination to stand for her family members. BRI ™

There was a famine in the land and David soughShe stayed the course until the rains came. The Wo men's

Godds face. The Lor d donidgadfthb eivm mehnt thd eirserwasalifted and f ¢ f*]t'l nistry

the famine: ol t i s becsausies sofsi awhs aadormd e fbol 000

thirsty house, because he killed the

Gi beonites. 6 (2 Samu e |Ladi2s] arel e willing hoestan@ iadaiaso thei birds s

were to be destroyed by Israel, but they disguisedand the beasts attacking our homes, marriages,

themselves and deceived Joshua who then enterel a mi | i e s, churches, financesééand stand ul

into an agreement with them without seeking

God. In the name of the Lord, Joshua swore thatHow often have we thought, oWel |, I dm onl

Israel would always protect the Gibeonites. Awayper seonro0 bdm not i mport-ant, what _.can | do?6

down the road a bit (400 years plus), King Saulbr- ¢ | dondt have talent, money, time.o

broke the treaty and attempted to annihilate the

Gibeonites. Thus the famine. A treaty thathadL et 6s take a | esson from this beauti ful

been made in the name of the Lord had beenwo man and do owhat we cai I I

broken. than we think it is!). OCharm and gr a

So, David called the Gibeonites to his throne By the way, when David heard what Rizpah had are deceptive and

room. He asked how he could make amends fordone, he ordered the removal of the bodies from o )

what Saul had done. T therholntain &ngl gavertier & propebbuial. s e v e Deautyisinvain,

me n qf his (Saul 65.) .des.cendant s pe d.el ivered to but a woman who

and we will hang them before the Lord in GibeahRizpah, a woman with no influence and no

of Saul , whom t he L or dpoweh,the wife df a defosedralenuShé did 2viiat 6 ) reverently and

David agreed. she could with what she had.

worshipfully fears
Two of the men that were to be hanged were Dear Lord, help us to do what we can, to act in love,

. N . . the Lord shall be
Ri zpahos sons and f i v endw Boldenwihecsuade @she thsk ahead o &.r

name is Michal, Saulds daughter). Two very diff praised!

ent ladies. You never hear another thing about
Merab. Proverbs 31:30

Rizpah took sackcloth and spread it on a rogk
from the beginning of harvest until the late rains
came (about six months). She did not allow the
birds of the air or the beasts of the field to come
near. Birds of the air?? Beasts of the field?? From
harvest until late rains?? Alone?? Beating off birds
and beasts from her two dead sonds bodies?? To
have the bodies ravaged by birds or wild beasts
was considered to be the worst possible insult
and desecration of the dead. So Rizpah took up a
watch.
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If | spend my days building skyscrapers Love i s patient w hshoeboges,ntileep wik cease.nWhere

with blocks, assembling cool stuff out of
LEGOs and creating relationships with
other moms at Starbucks, but have not

ready to use the big girl potty. It is kind there is knowledge of baby care trends,
when my husband has a hard day. It discipline strategies and bayrl prob-
doesndt envy my neiead)ibwillipassvalvey. dr i ves

l ove, I am only thetéier emre wo fs ptohret kuitdisldi tryi deehi cl e | candt

-on fire truck, annoyingly stuck on hold.

If I have the gift of knowing which child
attempted to flush the Hot Wheels
down the toilet and which one pushed
her sister, and if | have faith that some-
how wedl | survive
have not love, | am nothing.

If | save all my box tops for school and
give outgrown clothing to the local shel-
ter, and if | surrender my body to
stretch marks and undeeye circles
(without the benefit of BOTOX, tanning
salons or diet bars), but have not love, |
gain nothing.

ford. Now these three remain: faith, lived out

in my daily circumstances and instilled in
It is not rude, snapping at my spouse or my children; hope of one day rejoicing
children when t hi ngwithdny iaintly ig loeavary; andalgve,
is not easily angered at perceived or real which covers over a multitude of less
injustices. thanperfect moments.

|l ifeds emergenci es, but

It always protects the smallest, sweetest But the greatest of these is love. It'is
family confidences; always trusts God to what remains...long after | am gone.
provide my <childrends needs; al wayls
hopes in the freshness of tomorrow and  Submitted by Judy Cataneo

the bright future of the family; always

perseveres amid hardship and doubt.

Where there are sleepless nights, they
shall end. Where there are diapers,
Little League and dioramas built from

Cardinal

Anonymous

| looked out to a picture that was dead,

The green of life had long passed from my sight.

Then something caught my eye, a flash of red.

The beauty othe creature in his flight.

The grace of God did not leave us with death,

The dark, black winter scene without a breath.

He used the blood red bird to symbolize,

The beauty of the blood of Jesus Christ.

af
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Jesus Fellowship

6151 Brush Run Road
Bethel Park, PA 15102
Phone: 412854-3137

Fax: 412851-9156

Email: jfchurch@comcast.net

Service Times

10:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship

7:30 p.m. Wednesday evening service

Making His Praise Glorious!
www. |fbp net

What 0s

Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
Womends Bible
Breaking Frd®/ Beth Moore

Stu

We at Jesus Fellowship are a family of believers in

our Lord Jesus Christ, missionaries diverse in

interests, gifts and levels of spiritual growth.

We seek to provide a loving, enthusiastic, Spirit-

filled atmosphere in which our members can flourish

in their commitment to Jesus Christ.

We are called by God to minister to the needs of the

whole person: spirit, soul, and body.

Our mission is to make Him known.

New features of www.JFBP.net

Happeni

FORUMS

thgse features can be accessed from The JFBP Message Board.
links on the right side of the home pagesqgt topics for conversation, share

underneath the blinking NEW sign

SERMONS

The Pastor's sermonare posted
online for your convenience.

Sermons are usually posted by the
following Wednesday.

http://www.jfbp.net/Sermons.html

NEWS AND HAPPENINGS

Dates of interest andhe monthly
newsletter. See Shannon Nass to get
involved or to submit articles.

http://www.jfbp.net/News.html

your knowledge of the Bible, make
connections, prayer requests, and
even post items for sale. You will
need to register to use the message
boards.

Have fun picking a screen name!

http://lwww.jfbp.net/forums/

We are currently working on a new
updated website. Keep checking back
for changes.

We appreciate feedbackcontact the
technology team:

webmaster@jfbp.net



